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Corporal 36990 Fred Alva WATSON

1st bttn Royal Welsh Fusiliers Infantry Base
Birmingham City Police ‘A’ Division
   

Died France 3rd September 1916



British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920

Fred Alva Watson was baptised as Fred Alva, in the police records he is referred to as Alva Fred Watson but Army records show Fred Alva

Police Service History
Fred Alva Watson joined Birmingham City Police 21st September 1914, as a 20 year old carter. He served on the ‘A’ Division with Warrant number 8540, and he resigned on 15th November 1915, to enlist in the army in Birmingham.
Birmingham City Police records




Birmingham City police records dated 15th November 1915 lists officers allowed to join the Army from 15th November 1915 including PC ‘A’ 25 Alva Watson 





Police records dated 1st February 1917
With reference to Police Orders of 10th November 1916 was the notification of the death of Alva Fred Watson who was single and a corporal of Royal Welsh Fusiliers who was killed in action between the 3rd and 18th September 1916
















War Service History
Fred Alva Watson died on the first day in the Battle of Guillemont.
Fred's battalion opened the Battle of Somme by attacking Mametz  and then took part in further engagements at Bazentin-le-Petit Wood and Bernafey Wood. His battalion moved from trenches on the eastern edge of Dellville Wood in front line trenches south of and on the Longueval-Ginchy road during the night of Saturday 2nd September 1916. At 10.55 am the following morning British artillery bombarded the German lines to their front with the British making an advance an hour later. Fred's battalion attacked at midday in company of the 20th Battalion, Manchester Regiment, the latter battalion entering the southern portion of Ginchy. 
The Royal Welsh Fusiliers were immediately enfiladed by fire from Ale Alley and were halted in the advance. An attempt was then made to take Hop Alley and Beer Trench across open ground, this resulting in parties establishing themselves in posts in shell holes about 40 yards south of Hop Alley. 
A further attack was made on the southern portion of Beer trench, parts of the trench system being successfully captured. Elements of the battalion managed to enter the northern part of Ginchy but were never heard of again. The following day the survivors were withdrawn to Becordel-Becourt. Casualties in the attack amounted to 1 officer and 82 men killed.

Pte (A/Corporal) 36900 Fred Alva Watson entitlement to British War Medal and Victory Medal 1st Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers




Fred Alva Watson’s British Army Service Record has survived 
Attestation of Pte 36900 Fred Alva Watson Royal Fusiliers on 20th November 1915 Aged 21 years 8 months Residing at 1 Morris Road, Witton, Birmingham as a Police Constable 
[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\OR95GR4H\31239_206312-00593.jpg]



Descriptive form and Statement of service
Next of kin given as mother Helen Watson address unknown
Attested 15-11-1915
Appointed acting Corporal 24-11-1914
Posted 13-6-1916
Paid acting corporal 30-6-1916
Killed in Action 3-9-1916
[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\SZU8XT7Z\31239_206312-00594.jpg]
                         
An additional form shows a change of Next of kin from Helen Watson mother, to Edwin Wilson his half brother of 72 High Street, Ibstock, Leicester
[image: C:\Users\Su\Desktop\WW1 Roll of Honour\WW1 Memorial Folders\WATSON Fred\31239_206312-00598 - Copy.jpg]



Casualty Form on active service
Private 36900 Fred Alva Watson enlisted 15-11-1915 
 Appointed to acting rank 24-11-1915
Embarked 14-6-1916
To 1st Battalion 30-6-1916
Acting Corporal 30-6-1916
Missing and wounded in action 3-9-1916
Killed in Action between 3-9-1916 and 16-9-1916
Buried by Coldstream Guards 18-9-1916


[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3HCD47VL\31239_206312-00595.jpg]









Memorandum dated 7th March 1917
Private 36900 Private Fred Alva Watson
1st Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers
Effects to be despatched to Mr Edwin George Wilson 72 High Street Ibstock Leicester
[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\SZU8XT7Z\31239_206312-00601.jpg]





Record of Mr Edwin G Wilson half brother of Fred Alva Watson 72 High Street Leicester acknowledging receipt of Fred’s identity disc on 29-10-1917 from a letter dated 24-10-1917
[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\OR95GR4H\31239_206312-00602.jpg]

23-1-1922 Ada S Wilson signed on behalf of Mr E G Wilson Beaconsfield House, Ibstock, Leicester for receipt of Fred’s British War Medal and Victory Medal  
[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3HCD47VL\31239_206312-00603.jpg]
An undated form shows Edwin G Wilson signed for the receipt of Fred’s Memorial Scroll and King’s Message
[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\SZU8XT7Z\31239_206312-00604.jpg]
Relative’s form of Acting Corporal 36900 F A Watson dated 30th August 1917
Completed by Half brother Edwin Wilson 30 years of age Beaconsfield House, Ibstock, Leicester stating he is the only relative of Fred Alva WATSON


[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\OR95GR4H\31239_206312-00606.jpg]



Medical history of 36900 Fred Alva Watson
Born in the Parish of Rugby, Warwickshire a 21 years and 8 months police constable, 5’ 10” in height and weighing 160 lbs
[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3HCD47VL\31239_206312-00610.jpg]

Fred Alva Watson is Buried at
Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, France
Grave XIII F 5

[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3HCD47VL\photo 1.JPG]
Photographs Taken by Mr Steve Rice October 2014

[image: C:\Users\Su\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\SZU8XT7Z\photo 2.JPG]


Antecedents of Fred Alva WATSON
Fred Alva Watson was born in the spring of 1894 in Bilton, Rugby.  1911 census 38 Bye Street, Ledbury, 2 rooms shows
His father was also called Alva Fred Watson who was born in Wolverhampton and his mother was Lilian Watson born in Rugby. He was the oldest child and only son.  He had 5 sisters, Lilian Ellen (1895), Minnie (1897), Catherine (1900) and Gladys (1902).  
In 1901 the family were living at 43 Union Street, Rugby.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]The 1911 census shows them living in 38 Bye Street, Ledbury, in 2 rooms.  Fred's father was a plumber and his sister Lilian Ellen and Fred were in service.  The mother and all the children had been born in Rugby
 There is paperwork dated 30th Aug 1917 which shows he had no widow no children and Edwin Wilson was his half brother who resided at Beaconsfield House, Ibstock, Leicester
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